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The last six months have been amazing. The tveoriships have come to a close. | have spent sb muc
time in the presence of the Lord. | am so thantduthe amount of grace that the Lord has giverfone
spiritual growth over the last six months. Inliaite do all the spiritual exercises the Lord asksoudo.
There is normally not much immediate gratificatinrthe spiritual disciplines, but don’t get me wgon
There are times when you lift your voice to Heawand the Lord seems to respond immediately. Yawy,pr
and BAM prayer answered! Those times are greathay are definitely not the norm. Typically you
spend hours with the Lord in prayer or study of Slceiptures, and at the end of that time you dcactially
feel any different. However, we do the spiritueloiblines out of faith, and you have to believeaivthe
scripture says. Galatians 6:8 mentions the lasowfing and reaping. We as Christians sometimegiomen
this verse, but we mostly always refer to it whalking about sin. We hardly ever apply it to dpiai
things the way the verse is written. Now trueaesl most definitely apply to sin, but it also agglio the
spiritual disciplines the Lord calls us to. Thssvery comforting to those Christians who choosedtk out
the Sermon on the Mount lifestyle. The Lord calisto prayer, fasting, forgiving, giving, and stuyof
the Scriptures. So we apply Galatians 6:8 to thessplines, and we know that as we do them, faigas
if we feel any change or emotion) things are talplage in the Spirit of our inner man. It is thd shyings,
“as we behold Him, we become like Him.” and “thermwve talk to Him, the more we fall in love with
Him.” All that to say, that over the last six mbgf there have been the immediate gratificatioesiend
there have been the dry and dull times. But rdgasdlesus is WORTHY. We shall serve Him no matter
emotions, and we continue to believe His Wordmll&ing proof of these words. | have changed heen
conformed to His image in so many ways just by sihmpover and over, day after day His presence-hsd
beauty over anything the world has to offer. Isorblessed to have done what | have done oveashasik
months and am so grateful to the Lord and to ajloaf whom He has used to help me. Thank you arl Go
bless you.

This month, the words that the Lord has placedyrheart are simple. “Love the Lord thy God withydur
heart, soul, mind, and strength”. It's time tha egin to do whatever it takes to love our bealutifajesty with
all that we have. We need to take the focus offurkelves, off of others, and place it on God @lowe need to
let go of unforgiveness, bitterness, selfish desimed begin to yearn for deeper fellowship wittudgso that we
can come to understand Him so much more than wedo He longs to meet with us, to show us His Jage
show us his character, and to tell us more seoféts heart and his deeper plans for our livestaow to
minister to others. He wants us to come to undedsthe deeper levels of the mercy that He wanthaav us
and those around us, as well as our nation. Héswameveal to us deeper levels of his uncondititove and
how much deeper His love is for us than our loveofarselves.

But, if we don’t say “YES” to him, then nothing hedul will happen to us. We must begin to cry éut God’s
mercy to empower us to change those areas whecenggstently resist Him. We must have his meregaboise
we cannot change our lives with our own power., Bute do not set our minds on Him and keep ourdsi
there, then the Lord cannot change us and opeheauts so that He can pour in more of His love. mivist
choose to keep turning the eyes of our heart (ondsh to Him all day and into the night. This dine takes
time and much effort, but through the power of Wanderful Holy Spirit, we can reach a place whees w
commune with God all the time, whether we are akwor spending time with our families, or falliagleep.
As our communion with God increases, the more eliish ways decrease and His perfect love in useases.
Then, he will put our focus on improving ourselaesl doing good to others, giving them the wonderful
revelation of Jesus that we are now experiencing.
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It took a while for the Lord to show me what He  the forgiveness of sin. The second person of the
wanted to write about this month. There has been Godhead had to become a man, was beaten brutally
so much learning and revelation taking place in mybeyond human likeness (NIV), bared the weight

life of the last month that | was not sure how to and punishment of ALL the sin of the ENTIRE

pick one thing or topic to talk about. But of ceair  world, was crushed by the Father (and it pleased
the Lord came through, and I really think He chose the Father to do so), died on a cross, and had to g
a topic that is very important in today’s into hell to take the keys to the kingdom away from
Christianity. It is not only important to the Lord the devil ALL FOR OUR SAKE. The magnitude

but it is also really a topic the Lord has placedmu  of these events cannot be related to or even

my heart. You could almost call it a burden the  assimilated with the word CHEAP. It is an

Lord has shared with me. Enough introduction, let absolute abomination to do so. Nothing about what
us get to the subject at hand. | want to briedlig t Jesus did cost Him little. So the word mercy and

to you about the definition of and difference not grace is used in reference to forgiveness. Now
between the words GRACE and MERCY. The twowe are saved by grace. It does say that in
words are used interchangeably so often by Ephesians 2:5 & 8. But | do not think that this is

Christians, and they truly do have quite different  referring to forgiveness per say. We must have
meanings. | do not have time to or space to get to forgiveness to be saved and be made right with
technical and get into the Greek and Hebrew God. We must also have repentance in order to
definitions of these words. | just want to give a receive forgiveness from the Lord. Now | am not
simple definition of each word, and then talk about saying one must be perfect in order to be forgiven,
how they differ. We all know (I hope) what the but one must be in pursuit of overcoming, 100%
penalty for sinis. Itis death. We all know also obedience. Willful pre-meditated sin is not

that we were all sinners and enemies of God befordorgiven until the person decides to repent in his
we accepted His Son and made Him Lord of our heart of that sin. So how do we define the word
lives. This is where the Lord’s mercy came in for grace. | had always referred to the meaning of
each of us. God decided to show His infinite mercygrace as unmerited favor. Now that | have had a
to us. He decided to give us something that nédne achance to think about this definition and study it
us deserved. When someone gives you somethingout, | think it is a terrible definition. It doe®t do
you do not deserve, they have given you mercy. justice to what grace does for a believer. | lvelie
This is the very definition of mercy. The Lord has the word grace can be defined correctly very easily
shown each of us mercy by offering us forgiveness Grace is EMPOWERMENT. Every believer since
instead of death. None of us deserved it. God out Christ has the Holy Spirit dwelling within him.

of His infinite mercy and compassion loved the This is the major difference between Old and New
world and His creations so much that He gave and Testament believers. Part of the role of the Holy
crushed His only begotten Son that we would have Spirit is the Spirit of Grace. Grace empowersaus t
the ability to partake in everlasting life. Sowhe  overcome sin. This is how we can now, but they
we think of the definition of the word mercy, it could not then, overcome sin in our minds and in
would be logical to link God’s mercy with God’s  our actions. We have the fullness of God dwelling
forgiveness of sin. | hear so often the word grace within us. The third person of the Trinity gives u
used in the context of the Lord’s forgiveness. overcoming power over sin. This is why we are not
Normally when this is done, it is referring to ate  slaves to the law any longer, and this is why we
called cheap grace. Cheap grace refers to a persogannot overcome by our own strengths (but we

that says, “Well I'll just sin now and | will be most definitely CAN overcome). We need grace,
covered by grace later.” | must make it clear now, grace, and more grace. The promises in Revelation
and this thought should remain with every are to the OVERCOMERS, not the sinners. Instead

professing Christian forever. There is NOTHING of relying on CHEAP grace, let's ask the Lord for
cheap about grace. There is nothing CHEAP aboutnore grace so that we are EMPOWERED to walk
worthy before the one we LOVE SO MUCH!!!!
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